
Annexure -I 

Concept Note on Food System Summit 2021 

 

Chapter 1 – Background 

On 16 October 2019 - World Food Day, United Nations Secretary-General António 

Guterres called for a Food Systems Summit to be held in 2021as part of the Decade of 

Action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The summit 

aims to launch bold new actions to transform the way the world produces and consumes 

food, delivering progress to all the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This will be the first ever UN Food Systems Summit, but it builds on decades of 

countries, civil society and UN leadership and critical efforts to ensure food security and 

nutrition for all. The 2021 Summit’s objectives are to engage a very broad set of actors 

in addition to those who typically engage within the food security and nutrition area, 

acknowledging the critical role of food systems to achieve all SDGs. The Food Systems 

Summit is not a platform for negotiation, but a time-bound opportunity to unleash 

ambitious new actions, innovative solutions, and plans to transform our food systems 

and leverage these shifts to deliver progress across all SDGs. 

Expected Outcomes  

The Summit process aims to deliver the following outcomes: 

1. Document significant initiatives and measurable progress towards the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Summit will succeed in 
identifying solutions and leaders and issuing a call for action at all levels of the 
agri-food system, including national and local governments, companies and 
citizens. 

2. Raise awareness and elevate public discussion about how diversifying and 

reforming our agri-food systems can help us all to achieve the SDGs by 
implementing reforms that are good for people and planet. 

3. Develop principles to guide governments and other stakeholders looking 
to leverage their agri-food systems to support the SDGs. These principles will 
set an optimistic and encouraging vision in which food systems play a central 
role in building a fairer, more sustainable world. Principles of engagement 

4. Create a system of follow-up and review to ensure that the Summit’s 
outcomes continue to drive new actions and progress. This system will allow for 
the sharing of experiences, best practices, and knowledge; it will also analyse 
the Summit’s impact. 

Chapter 2- Action Tracks 

The Summit has 5 Action Tracks designed to addresspossible trade-offs with other 

tracks, and to identify solutions that can deliver wide-reaching benefits:  

1. Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all 

2. Shift to sustainable consumption patterns 

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/vision-principles
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/vision-principles#Principles%20of%20Engagement
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/action-tracks


3. Boost nature-positive production 

4. Advance equitable livelihoods 

5. Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress 

Food System Summit Dialogue-  

Food System Summit Dialogue is a core element of the engagement process and offer a 

purposeful and organized forum for stakeholders to come together to share evidence, 

experiences and new ideas to transform the way the world produces, consumes and 

disposes of food. These dialogues are shaped and guided by the action tracks and in 

turn feed into and redefine the propositions to the action tracks in the process.  There are 

three types of dialogues: 

1. Member State Summit Dialoguesare organized by national governments. 

2. Global Summit Dialogues align with global events on major issues likeclimate, 

environment, health, economies and jobs, humanitarian aid, and water. 

3. Independent Summit Dialogues are organised by individuals.   

 The Summit’s aspiration is that all Member States use the Food Systems Summit 
Dialogues to review their own food systems, create action and thus make significant 
contributions to meeting the SDGs. These dialogues encourage analyses, explorations, 
and solutions that are specific to the local context. 

Chapter 3- Timeline for Action

 
Chapter -4 India’s participation in the Food Systems Summit  

The Government of India has chosen Action Track 4- Advance Equitable 

Livelihoods- as its core focus for showcasing best practices and challenges in the 

Food systems Summit. An inter-disciplinary group has been constituted to take 

forward the National dialogue and coordinate state level dialogues under the 

Chairmanship of Prof. Ramesh Chand, Member, NITI Aayog including 

representatives from Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Ministry of Rural 

Development, and the three Rome Based Agencies- FAO, IFAD and WFP, who will 

also facilitate UN system inputs to the processes.  

Feb.–Apr.

Inter-disciplinary 
group+ National & 
Sub National 
Conventions

July

Pre-summit with 
Minister level 
participation in 
Rome

September

Summit with 
participation from 
Heads of States in 
New York

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/dialogues
https://www.un.org/food-systems-summit/dialogues
https://summitdialogues.org/overview/global-food-systems-summit-dialogues/
https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/dialogues/independent


Process and Timelines for Dialogues in India 

1. Stage 1- Initiating National Engagement/Dialogueor Inception- to initiates 

the engagement of stakeholder groups at national level. Lead: Inter-
disciplinary group led by Member NITI  Ayog 

Proposed Timeline: by 20th march, 2021 
2. Stage 2- Extensive Explorations Everywhere or Sub-national Dialogues -

 to explore food systems in different settings using diverse perspectives. 
Lead: Principal Secretary (Agriculture) / APC of the States  

Proposed Timeline: by 15th April 2021 
3. Stage 3- Consolidation, Intentions & Commitments–to shape the national 

pathway for sustainable food systems (in line with the 2030 Agenda for 
sustainable development) and consolidate country level commitments and 
actions. Lead: Inter-disciplinary group led by Member NITI Aayog 

Proposed Timeline: by 31st May 

Chapter 5: Next Steps 

A consolidated report will be prepared, and all inputs /contributions will be formalised 

into a contribution from India to the Summit.  Alignment with the process indicated for 

Member State Dialogues guidelines, following systematic steps and approaches will 

be adopted.  

1. Interdisciplinary Team to organise National Level Consultation engaging 

experts and draw from the process of Consultations already undertaken in the 

past 2 months. 

2. Online Platform on Food Systems Summit with Link on the Ministry of 

Agriculture webpage to invite feedback from all stakeholders.Interested 

agencies holding independent local consultations are advised to share the 

consolidated summary of their consultations or dialogues on this Link.  

3. State governments to co-ordinate/ consult within the state and identify one or 

two best practices that can be considered “game-changers” in terms of impact 

and scale and challenges faced. These Game Changing Solutions will be 

reviewed and included in the consolidated report showcasing Game changing 

ideas from India at the Summit. 

Detailed guidance on National and Subnational Consultations and proposed timeline 

for the consultations are  asfollws: 

Guidance Note for the National and Sub National Consultation 

Government of India has identified Action track 4 – Advance Equitable Livelihoods. 

Action Track 4 aims to contribute to the elimination of poverty by promoting full and 

productive employment and decent work for all actors along the food value chain, 

reducing risks for the world’s poorest, enabling entrepreneurship and addressing the 

inequitable access to resources and distribution of value. Action Track 4 seeks to 

improve resilience through social protection and seek to ensure that food systems 

“leave no one behind.” 

The aim is to achieve Solutions to advance equitable livelihoods in food systems. For 

food systems to advance equitable livelihoods, we must tackle poverty from a 

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unfss-at4-discussion_starter-dec2020.pdf


multidimensional perspective and focus on the groups whose livelihoods (women, 

youth, indigenous peoples, the disabled, seasonal laborers, etc.) are most limited by 

current food systems practices, and the discriminatory practices and norms that limit 

equitable livelihoods. Advancing equitable livelihoods requires building agency of 

those people in diverse food systems that lack the space or the enabling 

environment in which to exercise their power and rights. It implies protecting 

and strengthening the capacities and the knowledge, resilience, and innovation that 

they possess. Changing power relations in food systems is also critical, and these 

will require changes both in formal spheres (market negotiations, group membership, 

etc.) and in non-formal spheres. Finally, the shift involves transforming structures, 

including confronting social norms.  

The state level consultations can be designed around this Action Track with the 
purpose of identifying “game-changing solutions” and challenges to be addressed 
going ahead in this space. This implies highlighting those interventions that have 
been developed to address a problem and had the potential to alter the overall 
outcome because of scale, replicability, impact, and evidence.  The state 
consultations are an opportunity forstate players to share their interventions to 
advance livelihoods and shareespecially proven practices and evidence driven 
methodologies that have the scalability at national level and relevance to people 
across many socio-economic classes nationally and globally through summit 
platform. They are encouraged to provide a platform for active engagement from 
non-state players through the websites to broaden the feedback source and to enrich 
the dialogue process.   

The consultations aim at helping in identifying one or two game-changing 

interventions. These interventions will we synthesized in a report that will guide 

Government of India’s commitments in the Pre-Summit and Summit.  While the 

states are invited to finalise their game changers, some of the ideas that can help in 

identifying game changing solutions based on 3 pillars – equity, sustainability and 

livelihoods are suggested below: 

i. Equity  

a. Class: small and marginal farmers 

FPO, Cooperatives, cluster mode of working in most development 

programs  

b. Disadvantaged sections: Agricultural labour and tribal population 

Dedicated budget allocation for better inclusion in programs 

c. Gender  

Gender budgeting, incentives for ensuring greater participation, 

mahilasashaktikaranpariyojana (women empowerment scheme of 

M/oRD), National Gender Resource Center for agriculture  

d. Food and nutrition security.  

PDS, One Nation One Card, National Nutrition Mission, focus on nutri 

cereals (IYM in a box), convergence with M/o Women and Child 

Development   

ii. Sustainability 



a. Achievements of India’s Green Revolution and learnings there from   

b. Cropping patterns being changed as per agro ecological zones defined 

for the country 

c. Alternate farming including organic and natural farming  

d. Enhancing water use efficiency in agriculture  

e. Integrated farming systems  

f. Climate resilient agriculture, NICRA 

iii. Livelihoods and income support  

a. Social protection – NRLM, PM Kisan, PM Kisan Man Dhan (pension 

scheme), Kalia of Odisha, NREGA, PDS, MDM, ICDS 

b. Clusterization - SHGs, activities related to agri and non-farm activities 

iv. Support/growth of agriculture during Corona pandemic  

v. India’s commitments to the Sustainable Development Goals 

a. SDG 2 

b. Other SDGs being impinged by agri and allied activities  

 

 

 

Proposed Timeline  

 

  

STAGE-2 

ES 

STAGE-1 STAGE-3 

SOLUTION

S 

Interdisciplinary Group 

created in February 

Sub National Dialogue & 

Website launch to 

commence from March 

 

Discussion held on the 

wayforward  & Action track  

Planning for 1st stage 

National Dialogue & website 

underway 

Requests for submissions 

from states on best 

practices / success stories 

IInd  National Dialogue to 

commence for discussion 

on best practices/ success 

stories in March 

 

 National level discussions on 

Pathways in  April 

Consolidation of learnings in 

Paper / publication of success 

stories in April- May 

 

National level commitment 

for collective action & 

Flagship projects in May-June 



Annexure-II 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 

 

1. Please join the webex link from PC/laptop or Mobile and mention your name and 

organization.  

2. Join through only one mode (PC/laptop/mobile) to avoid eco and other 

disturbances 

3. Please keep yourself muted and unmute only when invited to speak or you want 

to involve in discussion. Raise your hand in the webex and allow the Chairman to 

respond. 

4. In case the bandwidth of your data is low, please keep your video off 

5. Use the chat box for expressing your ideas and avoid cross talking.  

 

  



Annexure-III 
National Dialogue on Food System Summit 2021 : Action Track 4: Advance 

Equitable Livelihoods 
 
Date 12 April, 2021         Virtual 

Programme 
 

Session Details  Time  

Opening Session 

I  Welcome by Nodal Officer of the 

Interdepartmental Group Dr J P Mishra(ADG, 

IR), ICAR. 

 Address by Additional Secretary, DACFW Dr 

Alka Bhargava  

 Opening Address and Presentation of 

Chairman of Interdepartmental Group & 

Convener of the National Dialogue 

09.30 to 10.00 hrs  

3 minutes 

 

3 minutes 

 

24 minutes 

Dialogue Sessions 

I Civil Society Organizations  09:30 to 11.00 hrs 

II FPOs and Farmers Representatives  11.00 to 12.30   hrs 

III Government Initiatives  12.30 to  13.15hrs 

BREAK for 30 minutes 

IV Non-Government Organizations  13.45 to  15.00hrs 

V Private Sector/Startups  15.00 to 16.00  hrs 

VI Research Organizations and Experts   16.00 to  17.30hrs 

VI Concluding Session  17.30 hrsto  

18.00hrs 
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