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FOREWORD

Intensive agricultural practices relying heavily on chemical pesticides are a
major cause of wide spread ecological imbalances resulting in serious problems of
insecticide resistance, pest resurgence and pesticide residues. There is a growing
awareness world over on the need for promoting environmentally sustainable
agriculture practices.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a globally accepted strategy for
promoting sustainable agriculture. During last century, IPM relied substantially on
economic threshold level and chemical pesticides driven approaches. However,
since the late 1990s there is conscious shift to more ecologically sustainable Agro-
Eco System Analysis (AESA) based IPM strategies. The AESA based IPM focuses
on the relationship among various components of an agro-ecosystem with special
focus on pest-defender dynamics, innate abilities of plant to compensate for the
damages caused by the pests and the influence of abiotic factors on pest buildup. In
addition, Ecological Engineering for pest management - a new paradigm to enhance
the natural enemies of pests in an agro-ecosystem is being considered as an
important strategy. The ecological approach stresses the need for relying on bio
intensive strategies prior to use of chemical pesticides.

Sincere efforts have been made by resource personnel to incorporate
ecologically based principles and field proven technologies for guidance of the
extension officers to educate, motivate and guide the farmers to adopt AESA based
IPM strategies, which are environmentally sustainable. I hope that the AESA based
IPM packages will be relied upon by various stakeholders relating to Central and
State government functionaries involved in extension and Scientists of SAUs and
ICAR institutions in their endeavour to promote environmentally sustainable
agriculture practices.
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FOREWORD

IPM is a holistic approach of crop protection based on the integration of multiple
strategies viz., cultural, physical, mechanical, biological, botanicals and chemical. Over
the years IPM underwent several changes, shifting its focus from damage boundary,
economic injury to economic threshold. Currently most stake holders rely upon
economic threshold levels (ETL) and tend to apply chemical pesticides at the first
instance in the event of a pest attack, though Government of India has advocated need
based and judicious application of chemicals. This approach is likely to cause adverse
effects on agro-ecosystems and increase the cost of agricultural production due to
problems of pest resurgence, insecticide resistance and sustainability.

During the late 90s FAO started advocating Agro-Ecosystem Analysis (AESA)
based IPM. Experience in different countries have since shown that AESA, which takes
into account ecological principles and relies on the balance that is maintained by biotic
factors in an ecosystem has also resulted in reduction in cost of production and
increase in yields. AESA based IPM also takes into account the need for active
participation of farmers and promotes experiential learning and discovery based
decision making by farmers. AESA based IPM in conjunction with ecological
engineering for pest management promotes bio-intensive strategies as against current
chemical intensive approaches, while retaining the option to apply chemical pesticides
judiciously as a measure of last resort.

The resource persons of NIPHM and DPPQ&S have made sincere efforts in
revising IPM packages for different crops by incorporating agro-ecosystem analysis,
ecological engineering, pesticide application techniques and other IPM options with the
active cooperation of crop based plant protection scientists working in State Agricultural
Universities and ICAR institutions. | hope this IPM package will serve as a ready
reference for extension functionaries of Central/ State Governments, NGOs and
progressive farmers in adopting sustainable plant protection strategies by minimizing

the dependence on chemical pesticides.
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